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POLIOMYELITIS (INFANTILE PARALYSIS). 

ITS PRESENT PREVALENCE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Occasional cases of poliomyelitis (infantile paralysis) are reported 
from all parts of the country. TMs has been so for a number of 
years. During the present summer, however, the only localities in 
which the reported prevalence of the disease has been such as to 
indicate the presence of outbreaks are: Washington County, Vt.; 
city of HaverhiU, Mass. ; city of New Castle, Pa. ; AHegany County, 
Md.; Braxton County and Marion County, W. Va.; Rockingham 
County, Va.; Belmont County, Ohio; and Blue Mounds Township, 
Pope County, Minn. All these outbreaks have been comparatively 
small and with but few cases. In no locality in the United States 
is there an outbreak of any size, or one that seems liliely to develop 
into a serious epidemic. 

Washington County, Vt. — In Washington County there were during 
June, 31 reported cases, and during July, 22. Comparatively few 
cases have been reported since the 1st of August. The main focus 
of the disease was in the city of Montpelier, where there were four 
cases reported between June 16 and June 22, and 29 cases between 
June 19 and July 7. The next most important focus was in the town 
of Barre, where there were 15 cases reported between June 16 and 
August 18. At Waterbury there were eight~ cases between July 7 
and August 18. The outbreak seems to be on the wane since the 
latter part of July. The population of Montpelier at the time of 
the 1910 census was 7,856. The population of Washington County 
was approximately 42,000. 

Haverhill, Mass. — In Haverhill 5 cases of poliomyelitis were re- 
ported in Jime, 10 in July, and 16 between August 1 and 22. The 
outbreak here seems to be stdl on the increase. The population of 
HaverhUl, estimated as of July 1, 1916, is 48,477. 

New Castle, Pa. — In New Castle 4 cases of poliomyelitis were 
reported between July 1 and July 28. In the next two weeks, ended 
August 11,9 cases, and in the week ended August 18, 14 cases. The 
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disease here is on the increase. The estimated population of New 
Castle, as of July 1, 1916, is 41,133. 

Allegany County, Md. — In Allegany County, Md., 23 cases of 
poliomyelitis were reported between July 15 and August 18. For 
the five weeks ended August 18, the numbers of cases reported by 
weeks were 7, 6, 2, 3, 5. The main focus was at Barton, where 10 
cases were reported in July. The outbreak in this locality seems to 
be diminishing. The population of Allegany County at the time of 
the 1910 census was approximately 63,000. 

Braxton County, W. Va. — In this county 10 cases were reported in 
July and 7 cases during the first 18 days of August. The outbreak in 
this county seems to be diminishing. The population of Braxton 
County in 1910 was 23,023. 

Marion County, W. Va. — Thirty-one cases of poliomyelitis were 
reported in Marion County up to August 18. The first cases were 
reported in July. The principal focus was at Monongah, where 14 
cases were reported in July and 8 in August up to the 18th. The 
disease in this locality does not seem to be increasing at the present 
time. The population of Monongah in 1910 was 2,084. The popu- 
lation of Marion Coimty in 1910 was approximately 43,000. 

Rockingham County, Va. — The only county in Virginia in which 
there has been a noticeably unusual prevalence of poliomyelitis is 
Kockingham County, where there have been reported since June a 
total of 33 cases. There was 1 case reported in June, 22 cases were 
reported in July, and 10 cases since the 1st of August. The cases 
during July were reported at Elkton, Harrisonburg, Grottoes, and 
McGaheysviUe. The disease does not seem to be increasing at the 
present time. The population of Rockingham County in 1910 was 
approximately 35,000. 

In Greene County, Va., seven cases have been reported since the 
1st of August, in Page County six cases since the' 1st of July, and in 
Warren County seven cases since the 1st of August. Of the cases in 
Warren County, six were at Front Royal. 

Belmont County, Ohio. — In Belmont County 1 1 cases were reported 
in June and 15 in July. The main focus was at Martins Ferry, where 
19 of the cases were reported during June and July. The population 
of Martins Ferry in 1910 was approximately 10,000. 

Pope County, Minn. — In Blue Mounds Township, Pope County, 
Minn., seven cases of poliomyehtis were reported between June 14 
and July 19. This constitutes a markedly unusual prevalence of the 
disease. The population of Blue Mounds Township in 1910 was 557. 
The outbreak seems to be at an end. 



